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.. The modern p rodua i  liability, trial . The time needed to p r c w e  r c o w  
bar k c o m e  a battle of upcns. 'Ibe 'puter animation is uniformb undcru& 
4 m W t y  ol crpert + m a s  testimony mated. Cowidcr some of the b d s t i a  
P t a e n U  a problem for the' VLI attor- , you will encounter. You must schedule 
ncy. How do you present complicated , time with theanimation service: your 
and often boring seen& testimony expert wll nccd to meet with the ani-' 
6om expens in dificrcnt distiplinw in a mator on more than one cccaaion and 

,way t h t  pcnuadcs tbc jury and docs experts arc  hard to rchedule unless 
not put thun to sleep. Cme'mllrtjoa is done well in advance; the animation 
the use of computer .nirmtim. It has when 6rst prepared will have mistakes 

in it that need to be corrected by y o u  
u p e n  ( i  your expert is out of town or. 
out of sute .  add more time); your a d  
dent r ~ n s l n r c t i o n  must be  complete 
lor the animator to have sdikienl &la 
and, as the l i d  attorney. you must be 

of diverse ex- available to view it during its creation to 
p e n s  and pre- make sure it accurately depicts the t c r .  
s e n t  it on timonyyou intend to present at a. 
television, a medium with which the 
jury is hmiliar. The use of computer Be  Attentive to  Detail  ,. 

animation in trml is becoming more There have been ocdsions where an 
widespread. It is no longer relegated to animation has been created fortrial only 
the high-exposure case. It. adrnissib6 to have the expen. under a o s a  e x a d  
ity has been recognized in both srate nation, admit that whJe he directed its 
and federal coun and. most recenfly, meation and leeis that it accurately b 
has been successfully used during open- lustrates his opinion. the animation con- 
ing statement. I t  is a technique the suc- tains mistakci. For  example, light 
cessful trial pracdoner can no longer, should not pass through conacte  and' 
aflord toignore. the wheels 01 1 car should not pass bc- 

Computer animation should be se- nu th the  surface oftheroad. These de- 
lected when regular videotape cannot tails may sound obvious, but in t h e  
be used. This most ohen occun when , haste to prepare the animation lor [rial. 
the scene of an accident has changed, ' theanimator and the expert may o v e r  
the incident to be recreated would be lmk "minor" dcwls. However,"m~- 
tw dangcrou, if attempted with stunt nor" d e d s  are cmbarrasshg to y o u  
menor the penpen iveyourupen  wit- expert  and'undermine hi 
ncss wishes to present is impossible a , d b i W . '  
aith current technolop. The dedsion .. 
t o  use animation is only the hnt in a K- D o  ~ o u r ' ~ o m e w o r k  
ries 01 hurdles the trial l a v e s  must The requirement lor the a 
dear before the find product is ready demonsMtivc evidence is that it be 3. 
for court. What follows are =me pra-5 . lurmtive ol a witness's testimonj, be 
cal tips on haw to prepare a COmPutcr s u h s ~ h l l y  s h i k  to  thc lacts of the 
animation lor W. and the facton chat p d c u l a r  case and be relevant. F m  
la& the cost of its production. - 

, . 
scene depicicd must be made to scale. 
I1 you have not obtained the Dcpan- 
men1 of TnnspoNt ion  drawings for 
the h~gbtary. a r w e y e d  the scene. 
you run the tist that an objection that 
the animation is not "substantially" 
sirmLr will be  sustained and your ex- 
pensive &bit d be e x d ~ d e d . ~  

can be used to copy the authentication 
lmagcs oif the anmator's momtor. Gw- 
en the need for vrsual authenucation ~t 
1s Ihkely that e~ther the n e c e s w  hard- 
M r C  or soft~31e modl6carions w4l be 
made to permlt cappng 01 the authmtp 
cabon vnages onto a ndeacassene. 

The cost 01 a comouter animation can 
~~ -~ .... ~ -. 

Direct Your Animation range from $5,000 io S50,WO. A good 

Itis a mistake toleavetheacationo( d e  01 thumb is that the more t h e  it 
u k n  the animator to aea te  the imagu 

your a n i m a h n  up to your expert and 
the aniMtor. ncy do not the 2nd V~ IY  perspectives, combined with 

m n t e a  within wh*h you intend to p r r  the overall length of the Snal product. 
the  A 4 determine the cost. A few images. 

a single perspective and simple move uamp'e of the lo direct 'Our- 
men1 wiU result in a" animation on the m a t m  lies in the "pause" button on 

the VCR to be used a t  uial. n,e nahtral h v  end of  the cost scale. Detailed 

assumption is that when you wish your scenes, complex movement by a vari- 

upen to cxpkin delail in your ety ofoblects and a long "runout"lrom 
mat ion ,  he wil l  s tep down from a V M w  of pen~ect ives  d l  result in a 

at your and press Cost on the high end of the scale. ~ ., .., 
"pause" button on the VCR. Stopping . When ~ r e ~ a r i " ~  your proposal'for 
an animation at e n m  the right time the animation renice it helps to be as 
dif6culr when done in the quiet of YOU detailed as you can concerning what 
office. During hial, wth a judge and you want. If you tcU the lnimtion serf 
jury lmking on, it is nearly impossible. rice that you think "animation'may be 
The solution is to prepare a second car- . hebtd in this case" and seek their ad- 
rette of lhe animation with pauses r e  vice on what should be done, without a ,  
corded into it by the animator at preset dear idea what you want, you may end 
rimes. This l a v e s  your upert ample Up with more than you need at a charge 
time to step d a m  from the stand and higher than your case mn justify. ; press the "~ause"  button at the rinht - 
m e .  A Powerful Tool r 

Authent icate  t h e  Animation 
Current animation ~ h e  permits 

the aur?entication of m e  and d i smce  
by the use 01 a simullaneous hvbdi- 
mensional program which can be d e d  
up to check any frame in the animation.. 
Your expen should check all relevant 
portions of the animation where time 
and distance are  imporrant to insure 
that his opinion is supponcd by the au. 
thenticauon soRware. 

There is a shor tcomin~ in current 

Computer anmation is a powerful 
tml to emplah. complicdted tesnhony. 
However. tt rmuires subsunhal cEon 
on the 01 the trialattorney u ken 
as the qualilying expert to produce it in 
an admisshle form. In the proper case. 
the use of computer animatian might 
turn out to be Lhe nygin of victory. As 
technology imprdvcs and becomes 
more affordable. the use at computer 
animation is certain to proliferate 
among successful practitioners. 1" b r  
der to w a d  themselves of this tFa1 tcch- -~ -.-.. ~ 

Robtrf  B .  R ta fan  a n d  Jrrofd R .  m e d  $ & you *b,m Jl&- venianr 01 animation soh&e now in niquc in proper  c a s e s  and t o  b e .  

C4CivDn, mrtnm vilh ihr Awrln . &etFor m s h c c ,  il you uc depicting use. The authentication images c a ~ o t  prepared to defend against its 'use by 

b w f i  ~ v p v  ~ ~ ~ l , j , , ~ .  a highmy collision and wish to use the be copied onto video cassettes. If au- UeiradvenMes, products liability s p c  
wmf in li. h a t i o n  lo invsmte the testimony of thentietion is needed beyond the tes& ciilists lhauld include this powirful 
ability mu. -an accident reconstructionist ,  t h e  mony of Your exput. a vide0 Bme ' strategy m theu trial arsenals. 
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